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MEDAC ADVICE - EU CALL for evidence “A Strategy on EU Fisheries External Action”

With reference to the EU call for evidence ‘Strategy for External Action in the Fisheries Sector’, for
which the EU Commission has invited stakeholders, including Advisory Councils, to submit
contributions,

given that MEDAC generally agrees with the objectives of the Commission's initiative, in particular
the strengthening of the EU's role in Regional Fisheries Management Organisations (RFMOs),
primarily GFCM and ICCAT, falling within its area of activity; zero tolerance for illegal, unreported
and unregulated (IUU) fishing, and improving synergies between EU maritime fisheries policies;
bearing in mind what has already been expressed in previous advice (Ref. 74/2024; Ref. 148/2024;
Ref. 175/2025).

MEDAC deems that:

- With regard to sustainable fisheries management and specific challenges at international
level, due attention must be paid to the future regulation of so-called harmful public
subsidies in order to avoid negative socio-economic and/or ecological repercussions, which
in some cases could significantly distort the level playing field that is the objective of the
initiative itself, especially by third countries that do not comply with the same conditions.

- International commitments must certainly be fulfilled within the deadlines set (SDGs of
Agenda 2030; the biodiversity strategy, the fight against climate change), but this must not
be to the detriment, as in the previous point, of EU fishers and producers compared to other
global competitors. The protection by all stakeholders to lead to the desired positive effects
and ensure level playing field.

- The ‘action to uphold a level playing field and protect the European fisheries chain from unfair
competition, as stated in the letter of assignment from the President of the EC to
Commissioner Kadis, is entirely appropriate and should be pursued by all available legal
means, with measures to be suggested in multilateral and bilateral relations and in RFMOs.

- The participation of stakeholders should be developed and strengthened through Advisory
Councils in RFMOs meetings, and participation at all levels of the EU institutions should be
implemented in the preparation of proposals for decisions to be submitted to these regional
organisations. This would provide a more comprehensive view of the issues and
opportunities for the fisheries sector in the external dimension of the CFP.

Disclaimer - This advice reflects only the MEDAC’s view and the Commission is not responsible for any use that may be made of the
information that it contains
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The development of a more sustainable value chain through trade and market measures is
also positive: in this regard, however, synergies with trade measures should be pursued,
avoiding favouring the entry into the EU of fish products caught without complying with the
same regulations to which EU Member States are subject.

In order to strengthen environmental sustainability, it is considered necessary to continue
developing research, as cohesively as possible and with shared protocols and methodologies,
to avoid possible conflicting results that would slow down the decision-making process and
the effects of policies. In order to prevent the extinction of endangered species, in addition
to analysing the impact of fishing on these species, it is also imperative to pay attention to
other factors and the cumulative negative impact on these species.

In order to strengthen social sustainability, the labour standards applied in the EU to non-EU
fleets must certainly be promoted, with zero tolerance for any fish product, fresh or
processed, obtained through forced labour, but also through the exploitation of minors.

In order to strengthen economic sustainability, the rules that slow down production
processes must be simplified through the development and implementation of
technologically advanced systems: the disparity in regulatory provisions cannot be a cause
of loss of value for products caught by EU citizens/companies. Equal treatment is the first
step on this path.
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