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Case Study 1.5
Bottom trawl crustacean
fisheries in Sicily
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Target species: Parapenaeus longirostris

By-catch species: Trachurus spp; M. merluccius;.
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Some considerations on the crustacean trawler
- fishery 1in the Strait of Sicily =
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» Deep water crustaceans fisheries is the most important for catch and values;

y

. S - >
> Deep water rosé shrimp, Parapenaeus Ionglrostrls (DPS) was more than 40% of
‘the total landing of bottﬁm trawllng in tﬁe Strait of S|C|Iy in 2015, being the yield

about 6150t W|th a value of about 39 million of euros, \
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> The main commeraal by catch jis the Euronean Hake,  Merluccius merluccius
(HKE), ( a mean Yield of 1440 t in '2012-2014 —about 8 million of euros.in 2014);

-

» According to récent assessment. the stock is in overfishing with intermediate
level of relative b|6r(|ass A reduction of the Fishing mortality (Fc) between 20
and 30% should belpuirsued; N\
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» According to the different fishing grour‘i'ds discard ranged between 25 and 40%

of the total catch (Miliifz(hda etal., 2017). '



The overall goal of our case-study is to decrease the
current unwanted catches of juveniles and by-catch
species
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Testing modified standard commercial bottom trawl nets by
using sorting grid separators and separator panels in

crustacean fisheries W
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Testing modified standard commercial bottom trawl nets

by using sorting grid separators and separator panels
in crustacean fisheries %
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e The preliminary results of the case—-study
highlighted that the grid 1 resulted the best
device for the reduction in the catch of DPS and
HKE juveniles.

e The data <collected during the. last survey
(September 2017) will be useful to improve and
better understand grids performance at different
depths, fishing grounds and seasons.

e The experiment demonstrated the sorting ability of
the device and its potentiality in the reduction
of unwanted catches in deep water shrimp
fisheries.
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