
 

 

Ref.:109/2019         Rome, 24 April 2019 
 

RESULTS OF THE MEDAC CONSULTATION ON THE RPOA FOR SSF1 
 
The Working Groups WG1 and WG5 met in Malaga on 9 and 10 April 2019. The following points 
were highlighted: 
 
- During the meetings held in Venice in February 2019 a debate was started among the MEDAC 
members on the RPOA for SSF, as requested by the European Commission in light of the GFCM WG 
meeting in Montenegro and the GFCM High Level Conference MedFish4Ever Initiatives (11-12 June 
Marrakech); 
 

- following the instructions of the coordinators of WG1 and WG5, the Secretariat asked the members 
to participate in a consultation which took place on the basis of a specific format established by the 
Secretariat; 
 

- over the weeks that followed, various contributions were collected, which were subsequently 
examined by the Secretariat; 
 
The Working Groups hereby enclose the results of the consultation of the RPOA for SSF and, 
following the contributions during the working sessions in Malaga on 9-10 of April, they would like 
to take the opportunity to draw attention on the following items in no particular order: 
 

- Value chain: Encourage the first processing of landings by the fishers themselves, their 
cooperatives or their Producer Organizations in order to expand the shelf life of products; 

- Capacity building: Encourage professional training opportunities for fishers on land and at sea, 
aiming to facilitate the generational turnover. Protect and preserve the traditional and cultural 
aspects of SSF; 

- Decent work: Promote decent work, the improvement of working conditions as well as social 
protection for all small-scale fisheries workers; 

- Role of women: Women should have equal opportunities and rights in the sector and should be 
recognized their role throughout the entire chain; 

- Climate and environment: Assist and support small-scale fisheries communities affected by climate 
change or natural and human-induced disasters. In particular take into account and manage 
consequences of marine litter with the direct involvement of fishermen. 

 

 
 

                                                
1 This letter reflects only the author’s view and that the Commission is not responsible for any use that may be made 

of the information it contains. 
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1) Promote the creation or reinforcement of cooperatives,
producers organizations or other collective organizations, in

order to improve market access for small-scale fisheries
products and to increase the availability of local food within…

2) Establish regional plans for small-scale producer organizations
in order to increase their profitability and improve the quality

and traceability of their products

3) Enhance the promotion of direct sales of fresh fish in
accordance with the national regulations

4) Organize information and/or awareness campaigns for
consumers on the importance of responsible consumption of

local products, on the role of short value chains in guaranteeing
freshness and on the consumption of less-known and…

5) Promote the creation of certified seafood labels and fishery
product brands that can encourage operators and consumers to

buy locally and sustainably sourced seafood; encouraging the
creation of affordable certified brands should promote…

6) Encourage the first processing of landings by the fishers
themselves, their cooperatives or their producer organizations in

order to expand the shelf life of products

7) Ensure traceability of small-scale fisheries products,
guaranteeing that the local products introduced in the market

are of good quality and environmentally sustainable

8) Promote trasversal activities between producers and
consumers for the valorization of fishery products

9) An observatory on value chain and value added practises
(going beyond financial results) could result in a public data

basis of practises, which could help fishermen to optimize their
ratio effort/result.

10) Improve infrastructure for landings of SSF vessel in small
ports

D. SSF value chain 
Priority level (1 low - 5 high)

1 2 3 4 5

N° of Votes 
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1) Associate small-scale fisheries in the creation and
implementation of marine development strategies and local

development strategies

2) Integrate small-scale fishers in a participative approach to the
designation and management of marine protected areas, in

order to enable the commitment and compliance with rules of…

3) Ensure that marine spatial planning at the national and
regional level takes into account small-scale fisheries and that

they are specifically represented throughout the entire process

4) Promote participative management systems, such as
comanagement bodies, where fisheries management measures

and accompanying socio-economic programmes may be…

5) Where necessary, at the national level, reinforce the analysis
of legislation and institutional mechanisms which ensure the
recognition of relevant small-scale fisher organizations and…

6) Establish roadmaps and/or plans that would enable positive
synergies between small-scale fisheries and other related
marine economies and initiatives, in particular coastal and…

7) These plans should result in concrete benefits for responsible
small-scale fisheries, such as shared infrastructure, suppliers
and/or workers, direct selling opportunities, multi-purpose…

8) Organize supporting structures with the aim of addressing
competing situations that may occur between small-scale

fisheries and other interacting sectors;

9) Encourage good cooperation between small-scale fisheries
and recreational fisheries

10) Improve the cooperation between fishers, scientific
researchers and managers

11) An autonomous representation (LIFE but also others if any)
must be encouraged and supported in participating in the

decision making processes

12) Any body or authority which participates in decision building
must include in its operational budget not only reimbursement
of expenses but also compensation for loss of income (ACs per…

13) Co-management should be boosted through some kind of 
“no money” incentives

14) There is a distinct difference between SSF and other
fisheries due to the lack of substancial funds  for

respresentation. Through the EMFF funds for this particular…

E. Participation of SSF in decisionmaking processes
Priority level (1 low - 5 high)

1 2 3 4 5

N° of Votes
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1) Establish a regional platform to engage and promote 
cooperation among small-scale fisheries associations (including 
women’s associations) in the Mediterranean and the Black Sea. 

This platform is expected to build on and reinforce existing 
subregional...

2) Reinforce capacity building of small-scale fisheries and give
specific priority to financial assistance, in order to facilitate their

participation in decision-making processes and ensure a level-
playing field, in particular through the listed actions

3) In the context of local community development, implement
regional diversification schemes that help small-scale fishers

(including women of the fisheries sector) to diversify their
activities

4) The above measures shall be applicable to small-scale fishers
and their families, and particular attention shall be given to

women and young fishers

5) Encourage local and national administrations to disseminate
and communicate information on fisheries policy developments,

including on innovation and technology

6) Encourage professional training opportunities for fishers,
aiming to facilitate the generational turnover

7) Conservation of traditional knowledge and experience.
Improve the opportunities to practice what is studied in the

training courses

F. Capacity building
Priority level (1 low - 5 high)

1 2 3 4 5

N° of Votes
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1) Promote decent work, the improvement of working
conditions as well as social protection for all small-scale

fisheries workers

2) With the assistance of the GFCM, organize by 2019 a
conference to address the issue of social development,
employment and decent work in relation to small-scale

fisheries

3) Ratification and enforcement of the "C188 ILO Convention"

4) Some administrative measures, such as differentiated tax
treatment, new recruitment systems, would also favour

interest in activity, access for new generations and
improvement of working conditions

G. Decent work
Priority level (1 low - 5 high) 

1 2 3 4 5
N° of Votes 
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1) Support projects dedicated to enabling women to undertake
small-scale fishery activities

2) Secure equal participation of women in decision-making
processes for policies directed towards small-scale fisheries

3) Women have equal opportunities and rights in the sector. It
is true that due to the durability of the profession, it has

traditionally been more devoted to other tasks than being…

4) Role of women should be recognize eventually with the
creation of some ad-hoc job sub-categories tailored on the

kind of job they do

5) A mapping should take place of the real rope of women (for
example in Cyprus) because it is misrespresented and ignored

H. Role of women
Priority level (1 low - 5 high)  

1 2 3 4 5

N° of Votes
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1) Involve the knowledge and expertise of small-scale fisheries
actors in the development of policies and plans addressing

climate change in fisheries, in particular adaptation and
mitigation plans, including within the framework of nationally

determined c

2) Assist and support small-scale fisheries communities affected
by climate change or natural and human-induced disasters

3) Encourage small-scale fishers to actively participate in the
circular economy, for instance, by establishing plans for the

disposal and recycling of recovered nets in order to reduce the
impacts of ghost fishing; such plans may include rewarding

schemes

4) Involve small-scale fisheries in the designation and
management of marine protected areas to promote the use of
sustainable fishing practices, in line with their environmental

conservation objectives, and to raise awareness about the
benefits of healthy

5) SSF activity is mainly in coastal areas, where many
interactions take place, i particular with: maritime trafic, both

commercial and recreational, coastal and pollutant human
activities, recreational fishery.

6) Management actions are needed, mainly focused to reduce
fishes mortality due to plastics pollution and water acidification

7) Improve research and share of knowledge on the alien
species and the impact of climate change

8) Initiate an integrated regional research activity in order to
collect accurate, valid and complete data on the climate and

environment  impact on fishing grounds and fisheries resources

9)  Promote innovative solutions for the valorization and
utilization of non-indigenous species

I. Climate and environment
Priority level (1 low - 5 high)  

1 2 3 4 5

N° of Votes 


