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Project framework

The MedBycatch Project (2017-2022): Understanding Mediterranean multi-

taxa ‘bycatch’ of vulnerable species and testing mitigation – a collaborative 

approach

- Development of standardised protocols         - work on regional and national policy

- Establishment of National Observer Teams    - Mitigation measures trials



Partners



Approach



Approach



Examples of results – Data collection

Examples of data collected (in validation)

GSA12



Main results – Mitigation techniques

• Examples Tests of 

• soak time limits

• buoyancy band 

slackness changes

• survival rates with c-

hooks

• Test with grids in trawls

• Baits

• Day/night strategy 

adaptation



New regional tools & instruments

• Standardized methodology for multi-

taxa data collection “Monitoring 

incidental catch of vulnerable 

species in the Mediterranean and 

the Black Sea  methodology for 

data collection” 

• Regional review on incidental 

catches of vulnerable species in the 

Mediterranean and Black Sea 

• Identification Guide and 

Identification Sheets 

• Pocket guides developed for each 

project country

• Translated the Good practice 

guides 

• Ad-hoc studies including on 

handling and post-release survival

• Pan-Mediterranean multi-taxa 

database

https://www.fao.org/gfcm/data/good-practice-guides/en/
https://www.fao.org/gfcm/data/good-practice-guides/en/


Communication and awareness raising

Targeted communication:

• Fishers

• Policy Makers 

• General Public

• Port & MPA Authorities

• Marine Conservation 

Institutes

• NGOs & Organisations

involved in  marine 

conservation

• Marine Scientists

https://artspaces.kunstmatrix.com/en/exhibition/8921801/medby

catch-project-working-together-to-reduce-bycatch-in-the-

mediterranean

https://artspaces.kunstmatrix.com/en/exhibition/8921801/medbycatch-project-working-together-to-reduce-bycatch-in-the-mediterranean


Fishers collaboration

Fishers contributed to the 

collection of data:
• Providing photos of vulnerable species

• Assisting in the collection of biometric data

• Calling the observer

• Bringing dead specimens to port

Observers Best Practices



Way forward

Download:https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1eRqVrOZk6UgZM1xrrkDLA6kWJZo8xPmy

• Implementation of GFCM 

Recommendations (2021)

• Continuation of data

collection in collaboration

with all stakeholders

• Mitigation trials

• Development of NPOAs

• Capacity building

• Final report will be

developed

• New projects



Thank you for your attention!
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